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Abstract. Identification of gifted children is a long process associated with the
analysis of the development of a specific child. Effective identification of giftedness
using any single test procedure is impossible. Therefore, instead of a one-time selection
of gifted children, it is necessary to direct efforts to a gradual, step-by-step search for
gifted youth in the process of education.

Key words: psychological and pedagogical monitoring, diagnosis, giftedness,
youth.

The reforms that have taken place in the education system over the past decade,
its focus on humanistic, personality-oriented and developmental educational
technologies, have changed the attitude towards students who demonstrate
extraordinary abilities. Educational institutions, educational and social programs,
public organizations and foundations have appeared with the main goal of identifying,
training, and developing gifted children.

Gradually, an understanding begins to form in the public consciousness that the
transition to the age of knowledge-intensive technologies is impossible without
preserving and increasing the intellectual potential of society. Therefore, creating
conditions that ensure the identification of gifted youth is one of the priorities of
modern society [1].

However, when working with these children, pedagogical and psychological
difficulties constantly arise due to the variety of types of giftedness, many conflicting
theoretical approaches and methods, the variability of modern education, as well as the
extremely small number of specialists trained to work with gifted children.
Identification of gifted youth is a long process associated with an analysis of the
development of a particular child. Effective identification of giftedness through any
one-time testing procedure is impossible [2].

Therefore, instead of a one-time selection of gifted children, it is necessary to
direct efforts to a gradual, step-by-step search for gifted children in the process of their
education under special programs (in the system of additional education).

Psychometric tests may be used as one of many sources of additional information
in a gifted identification program, but in no case as the sole criterion for deciding
whether a child is “gifted” or “not gifted.”

Psychological and pedagogical monitoring used to identify gifted children must
meet a number of requirements:

1) the comprehensive nature of the assessment of various aspects of the child’s
behavior and activity, which will make it possible to use various sources of information
and cover the widest possible range of his abilities;

2) duration of the identification process;

3) analysis of the child’s behavior in those areas of activity that best correspond
to his inclinations and interests;
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4) expert assessment of the product of children’s activities (drawings, poems,
technical models, methods for solving mathematical problems, etc.) with the
involvement of experts - highly qualified specialists in the relevant subject area of
activity (mathematicians, philologists, chess players, engineers);

5) identifying signs of a child’s giftedness not only in relation to the current level
of his mental development, but also taking into account the zone of proximal
development (in particular, in an enriched subject and educational environment when
developing an individualized learning strategy for a given child).

It is advisable to conduct problem-based lessons according to a special program;
the use of training methods, within the framework of which it is possible to organize
certain developmental influences and remove psychological “barriers” typical for a
given child;

6) multiple and multi-stage examination using a variety of psychodiagnostic
procedures selected in accordance with the expected type of giftedness and
individuality of the child

7) it is advisable to carry out a diagnostic examination in a situation of real life
activity, bringing it closer in its form of organization to a natural experiment;

8) the use of such subject situations that model research activities and allow the
child to show maximum independence in mastering and developing activities;

9) analysis of the real achievements of children and adolescents in various subject
olympiads, conferences, sports competitions, creative competitions, festivals;

10) primary reliance on ecologically valid psychodiagnostic methods that deal
with the assessment of a child’s real behavior in a real situation - analysis of activity
products, observation, conversation, expert assessments of teachers and parents [3].

However, an integrated approach to identifying giftedness does not completely
eliminate errors. As a result, a gifted child may be “missed” or, on the contrary, a child
who will not confirm this assessment in any way in his subsequent activities (cases of
discrepancy between diagnosis and prognosis) may be classified as such.

When identifying gifted children, it is necessary to differentiate:

— the current level of development of giftedness achieved at a given age stage;

— features of specific manifestations of giftedness associated with attempts to realize
it in various types of activities;

— the child’s potential for development.

Which child is considered gifted?

Gifted and talented children can be called those who, according to experts,
demonstrate high achievements in one or more areas due to their abilities:

— intellectual,
— creative and productive thinking;
— academic achievements (children who do well in school);
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— communication and leadership;
— artistic activity;
— motor sphere.

Scientists have identified signs of giftedness in every area. Personal

characteristics of gifted children include:

— high intellectual abilities;

— high creative abilities;

— ability to quickly assimilate and excellent memory;

— curiosity, inquisitiveness, desire for knowledge;

— high personal responsibility;

— independence of judgment;

— a positive self-concept associated with adequate self-esteem.

The study of giftedness is of particular importance in adolescence, since during
this period the forms of giftedness not only appear, but also develop. The period
between 12 and 20 years is most important for the manifestation of giftedness. Even
abilities that manifest themselves in childhood develop only in adolescence into actual
talent. Therefore, at the age of 3 to 16 years (conditional limitation), we should most
likely talk about the development of inclinations, and then abilities, which can later
develop into talent [4].

The American researcher Bloom, who studied the biographies of famous people,
emphasizes: “whatever the abilities of children at an early age, without active support
and special teaching methods they would hardly have reached the heights by which
they became famous.” Therefore, great attention should be paid to preparing teachers
to work with capable, gifted children [5].

Teachers need to take an unconventional approach to organizing and conducting
classes, develop proprietary programs, and find an individual approach to the abilities
of each student. And then, perhaps, talent will grow!
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